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MASSES
Sunday Obligation: Saturday evening: 4:30 p.m. for Sunday
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 6:30 a.m.
Tuesday thru Thursday 5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. Saturday
8:35 a.m. Wednesday during school year
Holy Day Obligation: Anticipated 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day 6:30 and 5:30 p.m.

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. AND 3:00-4:00 p.m. Saturday,
or call the Parish Office for an Appointment.

Tbiind Sanday
of Aduent

DECEMBER 15, 2024

Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Philippians 4:4-7;
Luke 3:10-18

Today is called “Gaudete Sunday.”
“Gaudete” is the Latin word for
“Rejoice!” It is the first word of the
Entrance Antiphon.

Our first reading is from Zepha-
niah, a contemporary of Jeremiah.
Israel had been destroyed in 721 B.C.;
only Judah remained, but Judah and
Jerusalem were thoroughly corrupt.

Zephaniah warns of doom unless
people repent. Most of the book of
Zephaniah is depressing with its
threats of “fire and brimstone.” But
the last part of the book from which
today’s first reading is taken, is joyful.
Zephaniah sees a time when God will
restore. We must rejoice because the
Lord is in our midst.

The second reading was written by
Paul when he was in jail at Ephesus.
He suffered miserably, and most of his
“friends” abandoned him. The people
of Philippi helped him, however, and
he wrote this friendly letter to them
to thank them. He tells them (and us)
to rejoice in the Lord always even
when we have problems. For the Lord
is with us and will see us through.

John the Baptist, like Zephaniah
and Jeremiah and the prophets of old,
was fiery in his condemnation of sin
and evil. But his message is simple:
Do good and avoid evil. If you are a
businessman, be a person of integrity
and honesty. If you are a laborer,
give a full day’s work for your wages.
If you are a policeman, don’t bully
anyone.

In other words be sincere, humble,
and honest in your treatment of every-
one. The world might not be perfect if
we put this into effect. But it would
surely be more of a place of peace and

joy!
--Msgr. William Carr
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3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Gaudete in Domino semper! Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is
near!” (Phil 4: 4-5).

The Church calls the Third Sunday of Advent “Gaudete Sunday” because the Entrance Antiphon begins with the
word Gaudete. But this Gaudete Sunday is so much more than just knowing that Gaudete means “Rejoice” in Latin and
that there are rose vestments and candles. Rather, the Church rejoices that the celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ
approaches and that the Lord is near!

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she
makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first
coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming.” By God’s grace and by our active participation in
the liturgy of the Church, we are right there in the Old Testament for centuries waiting for the coming of the Messiah -
the Christ! Then, on top of that, since we are on the other side of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are renewing our
“ardent desire for his second coming.” Yes, we are soon going to be celebrating the Birth of Christ at Christmas, but we
really are remembering Jesus’ promise to return.

Imagine the Church as a child sitting on the edge of its pew. This little girl has been good all Advent, trying her
best to remain faithful to the Gospel. Everyone is silent, especially herself as she takes a sneak peek over her shoulder.
She is waiting for the Procession Bell to ring...the bells ring out! So the little girl jumps up and sings: “Gaudete!
Rejoice!” Therefore, the Church today, for multiple reasons, rejoices!

This theme of Joy rings out throughout the entire Mass in the prayers, readings, and songs. After praying over
the scriptures for this Sunday, | see two things: the necessity of Joy, and personal reflection of where Joy is in our lives.
First, the necessity of Joy is essential. We must see today’s Joy in light of the Sacred Scriptures: All joy finds its source in
God and “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness...” (Gal 5:22). | love the
Song of Joy in Zephaniah, the first reading, that God “will rejoice over you...he will sing joyfully because of you...” (Zep
3:17). Amen! How great is our Heavenly Father that He is eternally joyful and aims His Joy over each of us!

This leads us to the critical question about where is this Joy in your life? Is your joy rooted in a relationship with
God? Perhaps you are asking the same question as the crowds in the Gospel, “What should we do?!” It is relatable,
because | have my own stressors and anxieties in this chapter of my life. But, | encourage you to listen to John the
Baptist who “preached the good news to the people” that our Mighty Savior is coming. Also, St. Paul’s words say it
best, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving make your requests known to
God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Let us
lift up our heartfelt prayers this Advent season to God for His coming to be our source for joy.

As a new pastoral associate working at St. Francis Parish, please count on my prayers. | grew up in Quincy going
to St. Peter’s. | graduated from QHS. | did my undergraduate at lllinois State University while serving in the Army
Reserves. | spent three years in seminary formation and discerned out in August 2024. | am excited to serve at this
parish in various ministries and pray for the joy of God to be in your life this Gaudete Sunday.

Peace in Christ,
Andrew Bilgri
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This week in the Parish:

Monday, December 16

December 16 Phyllis Metzger and 6:30 a.m. Mass
6:30 a.m.
Monday Janet Hellhake Shaughnessy 9:00 a.m. Ministry Team meeting
6:30 a.m. Louis and Joanna Venegoni 6:00 p.m. SFS Scouts church tour
December 17
Tuesday John Maxwell and 799 p-m. Rosary
5:30 p.m. 7:15 p.m. BEAR youth group meeting
John Schonarth
Tuesday, December 17
6:30 2.m. ot Mosnning . sau
December 18 g 9:00 a.m. Ladies of St. Francis Quilters
Wednesday 5:30 o.M Dick Gengenbacher and
30 p.m. Steve McNally 6:30 p.m. Truth Seekers
Wednesday, December 18
December 19 6:30 a.m. Donna Rischar e
Thursday el
5:30 p.m. Lawrence Paben
] 6:30 p.m. SFS Christmas program
Decer:nber 20 6:30 a.m. Barbara Mitchell and 7:00 p.m. Men’s Prayer Group
Friday Marian Wensing Thursday, December 19
8:00 a.m Nancy Terwelp and 6:30 a.m. Mass
December 21 D Florence Smith 9:00 a.m. Ladies of St. Francis Quilters
Saturday ok | 4 Bill . Scripture discussion
4:30 p.m. Dick Knepler and Billy Moore SES Scouts Christmas
. Mass
7:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Francis -
. Lector training
. . . . OCIA
December 22 9:00 Bill and Katie Brink and ) ) )
sunday UV a.m. Norma Johnson . Scripture discussion
Friday, December 20
John and Ruth Holman and
11:00 a.m. . .
Jim and Mary Rose Prior Saturday, December 21
8:00 a.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Reconciliation
Week of 12/8/2024 Week YTD 3:00 p.m. Reconciliation
Regular Collection |$18,200.95 $568,767.09 4:30 p.m. Mass
Loose Collection 1,574.50 40,872.25 . ) .
2 2 Fr. Scott is hearing confessions before all Masses when
he is available. The door will be open and the light on. As
Total Collection $19,775.45 $609,639.34 we wait for Jesus let us make ourselves ready!
Needed Support $32,000.00 $736,000.00
Difference $-12,224.55 $-126,360.66 Area-wide Reconciliation Service
Sunday, December 22, 3 p.m. at St. Peter
Annual School Fund: | End of Year Contributions— Please have these

Church in Quincy. Multiple priests from
Week: $5,018.75

YTD: $97,819.87

turned into the parish office or dropped in the around the area will be available to hear

collection basket by Monday, December 30. confessions before Christmas.




Get Well Wishes for Fr. Arisman: If you would like to Christmas Mass Times:
isend get well cards, Christmas cards/gifts, etc., please T uescﬁ;y, December 24, Christmas Eve:

ésend them to Fr. Zach Samples at St. Agnes in 4 o’clock, 6 o’clock, 9 o’clock and mid'nigﬁt

: Springfield and he will deliver them to him. Please Wednes dhy December 25, Christmas D ay:
. ) 3} 3

address the cards and/or packages as follows:

9 o’clock
Fr. Steve Arisman :
C/O Fr. Zach Samples The Liturgy Planning Committee will be switching the
St. Agnes Catholic Church decorations from Advent to Christmas after the
245 N. Amos Ave. 11 o’clock Mass next Sunday, December 22. Please
Springfield, Il. 62702 consider joining them for the fun of adding to the
beauty of our church for the Christmas Season.

Straw in the Stable

Reverse Advent Calendar to The Liturgy Committee would like to invite everyone
Benefit the Food Pantry . ,
If you are looking for a good way to prepare for to help fill our manger with straw. Please come to the
Christmas, throughout the Advent Season, we Nativity and add a handful of straw from one of the

would like to suggest this idea to you. Each day
you add a grocery item to a bag or box and on

Christmas Eve donate the items to our Food
Pantry. Bags with this list can be found at the
entrances to church. Below are some ideas for _ _ )
items that are most heeded: delivered poinsettias to our homebound

parishioners who are 90-plus years old. You are

baskets. Help us prepare for the coming of Jesus.

Thank you! To all of the volunteers who

Bzz' ;-Z(;z:uffcbeur‘ira!r E::é::-;fg:uii a vital part of this ministry by bringing Christmas
Dec. 3 - macaroni and cheese Dec. 15—spaghetti joy to these parishioners.

Dec. 4 - canned funa Dec. 16—pork and beans St. Francis Community Assistance

Dec. b - simple crackers Dec. 17—canned soup

Dec. 6 - can of mixed fruit  Dec. 18—applesauce . .

Dec. 7- can of corn Dec. 19—syrup Holiday Cards for Priests

Dec. 8 - can of green beans  Dec. 20—jelly If you would like to send a holiday greeting to
Dec. 9 -hamburger helper Dec. 21—dish soap priests who have served at St. Francis, here are
Dec. 10 - instant potatoes Dec. 22—toothpaste some of their addresses:

Dec. 11—canned chicken Dec. 23—bar soap Fr. James Wheeler, OFM, Fr. Bob Barko, OFM:
Dec. 12 - tuna helper Dec. 24—toilet paper 724 N. 20th St., Quincy, Il. 62301

Dec. 13— pancake mix Fr. Rafal Pyrchla:

400 N. Whitetail Circle, Mt. Zion, Il. 62549
Fr. David Beagles:
207 E. Walnut, Robinson, Il. 62454

Socks and Underwear Collection Fr. Don Blaeser OFM and Fr. Kurt Hartrich OFM:
Once again we will be collecting new St. Peter Catholic Church, 110 W. Madison,
socks and underwear for those in need. Chicago, Il. 60602
Men and women, young and old, all sizes are Fr. More Torres OFM:

needed! Marked totes will be at the West main Mission San Luis Rey Parish, 4070 Mission Ave.,
door and North doors of church for drop-off. Oceanside CA 92057

All donations will stay local. You may call Er. Duc Pham OFM:

Deacon Dennis or Pat Holbrook with any

questions at 217-257-4384. Thank you!

Sacred Heart of Jesus, 1530 Union St.,
Indianapolis, IN 46225



: Holy Name News: Thanks to all of the guys who came out for the Holy Name Christmas Dinner last Wednesday -
: evening. Instead of selling fruit baskets this year we took up a free will donations at the dinner and all proceeds =
. WI|| be donated to the St. Francis food pantry.

Knlghts of Columbus News: The Thursday night raffle will be back this week. Tickets are on sale from 6-7:45 p.m.
: with the drawing at 8. The jackpot is up to $24,000. Our delicious Chicken Dinner is back. Come out and get

= half a chicken and all the sides for $13. Eat in or drive through from 5-7 p.m. Meal ticket gift certificates and
: K of C calendars make great Christmas gifts! Go to quincykofc.org for details.

Christmas Cards for gParishioners in (Nursing gftomes

The final deadline for submitting cards is this Monday,
December 16.

Good Samaritan Home: Phyllis Ehrhardt, Phyllis Hemm,

Betty Klingele, Barbara Niewohner, Joyce Weiss,
Bengta “Bink” Wiemelt, Carlene Wolf.

lllinois Veterans Home: Vicki Kurtz, Leo Luttrell,
Ronald Whittaker.

Quincy Healthcare and Senior Living: Norma Russell,
Margie Bernhardt, Charlotte Poore, Judith Schmitz.

Sunset Home: Charlotte Adam, Regina Blickhan,
Michael Mason, Doris Ohnemus, Bernice Walz,
Janet Waterkotte, Gayle Happekotte, William Jansen.

The Arbors at Adams Pointe: Jean Frericks,

Barbara Kaiser, Angela Huner.

High Point Residence (formerly Cedarhurst):

Margaret Andrews, Marjorie Spoonmore, Nancy Walker,
Ann Harness.

Rushville Nursing & Rehab Center: Dorothy Huber.

There will be a bin in the back of church and a bin

inside the main entrance to the parish center to drop off
the cards, which will be delivered in time for Christmas.
Please sign your name in each card and state you are
from St. Francis Solanus Church. Put the resident’s name
and nursing home on the outside of the envelope.

DO NOT SEAL THE ENVELOPE.

Check out the new St. Francis Parish App!
Scan the QR code to install the new app, select
“Find my church by name” and pick St Francis Quincy.

A Note from Father Arisman: | just wanted to write
something for you all to hear from me. | am shocked by
this diagnosis and surgery. It still seems surreal. Multiple
doctors seemed equally shocked at how bad things
were. | am grateful to God | am alive! And to think, 22
thousand steps with our eighth graders in DC just a
month ago! | had many substantial blockages in my
heart and three 99 percent blockages in differing
vessels. | am grateful for the surgeon and all the
doctors and nurses who cared for me at Blessing and

St. John’s in Springfield. | am thankful for my parents
and siblings and family that was with me and have been
taking care of me. For now the doctors are limiting my
visitors to guard against infections.

I am beyond grateful for your prayers and love. It has
been felt this entire time. Quadruple bypass surgery is
probably the most invasive and aggressive surgeries one
can endure. The recovery is immensely painful and very
long and slow. You don’t realize how much your chest
moves just from breathing, coughing, laughing, etc.

I am making progress. | see it. It’s actually way ahead of
the game. | am still on oxygen at this time. Hearing from
you has meant the world to me. Please keep praying. |
was finally able to celebrate Mass Sunday and Monday
for the Holy Day. | miss you all so very much. | miss
being at home at St. Francis. Know of my love and
eagerness to return, but | know it will be some time
before the doctors release me to return. Thank you to
Fr. Bruce Scott and Fr. Ken Ahanonu for their tireless
work. Being gone at this time of year is really difficult as
you all know I love the Christmas season! | won’t really
get to sport my Christmas suits at all this year!

Please hug your kiddos for me and tell them how much |
miss them. May you continue to have a blessed Advent
and know of my prayers and offerings of sufferings for
you and our parish. | look forward to seeing you again.
Until then let us pray for one another and see each
other in the Eucharist.
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DECEMBEQ
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j BEAR

“Friends Who Bear the Love of Christ”

st. Corbinian, pray for us!

BEAR Mass & Cookie Sale

Saturday, December 7 - Cookie Sale after 4:30pm Mass
Sunday, December 8 - BEAR participants serve Mass
Cookie Sale after 7, 9, and 11am Masses

b
QCTs Cinderella
Thursday, Dec 12 @ 7:30 - There are 6 tickets available.

More can be purchased if need be but time is of the essence.
The cost is $27. Please contact Mrs. Petty ASAP if interested.

Dinner & Shopping
Monday, Dec. 23 - Meet at Walmart for Dinner at Subway (provided by BEAR)

and shopping for our Christmas giving.
Arrive at 7:15. Pickup at 8:30.

There will be a brief recess in activity from Dec. 24 - Jan 13

Coordinator Jane Ann Petty (217) 222-2898 x101 jpetty@stfrancissolanus.com
Who: éth - 12th grades Where: SFS Parish Hall When: Mondays 7:15 - 8:30

Upcoming School Dates

Monday, December 16; PMO Choir
Concert, 6:30 p.m. at St. Peter Church.

Wednesday, December 18: Christmas
Program, 6:30 p.m. in St. Francis Church.

Friday, December 20, class Christmas par-
ties. Dismissal is 11:30 a.m.

Christmas break is Saturday,
December 21 through Monday, January 6.
School resumes Tuesday, January 7.

Solanus Sschool

INSPIRING FAITH, KNOWLEDGE & SERVICE

GET YOUR
HAPPY HOLIDAY

G/FT BAGS TO
WRAP GIFTS!

$73 PER ROLL

39 GALLON -25 BAGS PER ROLL
PICK UP AT PARISH OFFICE OR HOLIDAY BAZAAR

ALL PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL
- ST FRANCIS SOLANUS SCHOOL PTO -




Dech_nz‘: er AI;S;::;‘:E Communion Minister Usher Reader Greeter/Gift Bearer
William Hea Jessica Veith Greg Ehrhardt John Veith Helen Zimmerman Joe Venvertloh
Saturday Reese Meehan Darlene Mayes Andrew Wemhoener Jim Kaiser Chryssia Hea Karen Venvertloh
4:30 p.m. Callie Longlett William Niewohner Zachary Maas Philip Kemner Gift Bearer
Carla Slough Bruce & Amanda Venvertloh
Chloe Terwelp Paulette Freiburg Joyce Frericks Kevin Frericks Steve Davis Sandra Banning
Sunday Eli Terwelp Carolyn Briddle Janet Marquette Jerry Meyer Terry Niemann
7:00 a.m. Craig Budde John Beckman Terry Obert Gift Bearer
Joan Beard Joe & Amber Terwelp
Carson Kerkhoff Marsha Collins Jason Cramsey Samuel Zanger Donna Mangold Jill Blickhan
Sunday Jacob Collins Samantha Cramsey Karl Venvertloh Diann Cole Aaron Kerkhoff Nancy Friye
9:00 a.m. Mackenzie Sousa Marty Steinkoenig Mike Zanger Gary Darnell Gift Bearer
Carol Darnell Mary Fitzsimmons
Sunday Urban Venvertloh Chris Duvall Brent Frericks Dennis Greving Karen Steinkamp Doris Karhoff
11:00 a.m Reno Venvertloh Mike Holbrook Evan Reichert Mike Fessler Pam Frericks Jane Haas
: o August Venvertloh Sue Holbrook Marty Karhoff Rose Willer Gift Bearer
Rebecca Wear Two Needed Please
Seluiielesy W nilldes December 21, 8:00 a.m. Emmett Wiemelt
Mass Server
Children’s Liturgy of the Word December 22, 9:00 a.m. Liz Gengenbacher

Please check your email for the update on the new Scheduling System

WINTERS Catholic Radio

AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ LIFE ¢ HEALTH ¢ BUSINESS

217-223-4080 91.1 FM 93.7

201 SOUTH FIFTH STREET ¢ QUINCY, IL
www.wintersins.com

S ooy eor s o %ZulinLCOCLl‘ftE;;’ggft 600 Jersey St. Quincy
217-214-3482 Y, 217-222-1122
www.xcelperfom.com 217-223-8600 Rob Gengenbacher
Family EyeCare gaergelngks
Dr. Kristie Chev_alier- Dr. Austin Krohn ELORISTS & GIFTS “Affordable Master's Programs”
www.familyeyecaregcy.com 293.1403 www.quincy.edu
TV Mass for Shut-ins -
The Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus gﬁnighfg Hf @H[umhuﬁ 4533
broadcasts Mass for the Shut-ins
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on Channel ABC Pray For Pro-Life and Vocations

(Basic Cable Channel 3).
If you know of someone who would benefit from a
missal with Sunday and Daily Liturgies,
CONTACT Terry Obert and we will send a

Walter Scott Reed T Pra;gzogftr::er.th::(ssla’LFREEt OFZ(]:?-AZE;;-;M 2000 N. 12th Street Marcia Steinkamp  Nick Steinkamp
erry ert, rFal u avigator, Qulncy, ". 62301 .
Walter Scott Reed 217-223-3791 Business Telephone &
o Internet Consultants
| 217-223-7022 | woodmartbuildingcenter.com
312 North 33rd Street Fax 217-223-0859 . Phone: 217-224-8840
Quincy, Illinois 62301 Pager 217-221-2312|  Your Project Partner! WWW.MS-COmmM.com

A FRANCHISEE OF MIDAS INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION

, 12 Little Angels
Our elve /j*/f% Collection

Colletta Middendorf Mary Wavering A Tuition Assistance Fund
Mary Althoff Josephina Bohne in honor
Irene Freiburg Bernadina “Birdie” Freund of the rwelve little girls
Mary Futterer Mary Hickey who died Artwork by
Wilhelmina Kottendorf ~ Cecelia VonderHaar from the school fire of 1899. Delaney Beard
OIiVia Timpe Margareth Werner Every Donation Makes a Difference! EST 2016
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2 the day with... FREE ESTIMATES pm
l-loly Mass WOOD BURNING STOVES + budlding e R l ' P P
Join us for 6:30 a.m. Mass GEOTHERMAL + WW/W
Monday thru Friday FIRE PLACES » o14 On _ years; RENTAL.COM
St. Francis Solanus Church io St. Quincy, IL 62301
17th and College Avenue (217) 222-1368 PH 217.222.4322 FAX 217.222.2393 217-257-0360
Fanet A & SONS, INC
Owned [ 140 Maine St. , .
e T

and
Operated Since 1873 Open to the Public

MEAT + FROZEN « PRODUCE « DRY GOODS « TABLE TOP
CLEANING SUPPLIES * EQUIPMENT « DISPOSABLES

TOPS IN PAINTING, DECORATING
and PAPER HANGING
Phone 222-1559

ENTRUP

Drywall & Painting
PAPER HANGING ¢ TEXTURING
Tff Wi " PLASTERING ¢ DRYVIT » FAUX FINISHING
[ lemelt, Broker / GRI
Mays Real Estate, Inc. 217'222'2220
3601 East Lake Centre, Quincy, IL

WATERKOTTE pgE# foin) 228 2100 Delta ’ ire
Cell: (217) 242-4228
: COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ng)slgl ﬂ?miﬁ:{ge'\l i JeffWiemeltcom [ & Custom Wheels & INDUSTRIAL PIPING
592.5413 | 10th & Broadway - Quincy - 222-7212 s osag C
= = DAVE STEINKOENIG, Owner SUINCY, ILLINOIS

1736 Spring * 228-8868 ® www.quincyfoodandfun.com
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 3:00 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT - CLOSED MONDAY

ONLINE ORDERING
ordertheabbey.com

Wm 4 Meﬁamf
Truck Service, Inc.

6116 HWY 24 E « Quincy, IL 62305
217-434-8444 « 800-344 5783
nietru@wildblue.net
AdamNiekamp Dan Niekamp

3100 North 18th Street
Quincy, IL 62305
217.222.0977

www.freseornamentalnursery.com

ALAN BLICKHAN
Broker/REALTOR

CELL:

www.zangerandassociates.com

217.257.1445

Néemamtc

THE NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET

24 & Spring

“Ayerco

Convenience Center
With Four Convenient Locations In Quincy And
Throughout lllinois

KIENTZLE & sons

Family owned and operated!

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Rehabilitation « Assisted Living * Independent Living « Nursing Home
“The Care You Need To Get Back Home”
1440 N. 10th Quincy

217-224-3780
quincyhcc.com

100% Local Catholic Owned

liberty.bank

Phone 217-222-6913

ILLINOIS

SCHOOL SUPPLY
-OFFICE & SCHOOL SUPPLIES-

120 South 7th Street
Quincy, lllinois 62301

FUNERAL HOME
Brian C. Durante,Co-Owner

217-222-4907
www.hansenspear.com

QU

Practicaltacticalplus.com
573-655-4444

1 Industrial Drive
La Grange, MO 63448

INCY IL ST. FRANCIS SOLANUS
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