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MASSES 
Sunday Obligation: Saturday evening: 4:30 p.m. for Sunday
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday thru Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. Saturday 
8:35 a.m. Wednesday during school year 
Holy Day Obligation: Anticipated 5:30 p.m. 
Holy Day 6:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION 
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. AND 3:00-4:00 p.m. Saturday, 

or call the Parish Office for an Appointment.

Third Sunday 

of A  dvent 

DECEMBER 14, 2025  
Isaiah 35:1-6a,10; James 5:7-10;  

Matthew 1 1:2-11 

Today is often called “Gaudete” 
Sunday; the word means
“Rejoice!” It is the first word of 
the Latin Entrance Antiphon for 
today. Once again, our first
reading gives the “signs” of the 
times of the Messiah: The desert 
will bloom; the wasteland will be    
fertile; the feeble will be strong; 
the blind will see, and so on. But, 
of course, that didn’t happen. 
  John the Baptist, in prison now, 
sends word to Jesus: “Are you     
the one, or should we look for       
someone else?” He wanted Jesus 
to make everything perfect now. 
He wanted him to start acting like 
the Messiah whom they expected.  
  Jesus tells of some people who 
have been cured. But he proclaims 
blessed the person who does not 
lose faith because he is not the 
kind of Messiah they want. 
  What happens when things go 
wrong for us? What happens 
when we don’t get our private 
miracle? Jesus is still Messiah! 
Perfection must await his
“Second Coming.” 
  Meanwhile, our second reading 
urges us to be patient. Don’t lose 
faith and don’t grumble. Come 
out of yourself and your own little 
world. Renew your hope and be    
a person of hope and joy. Show  by 

  your life that Jesus is Messiah! 
--Msgr. William Carr 
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3rd Sunday of Advent 

How did we get to the Third Sunday of Advent already?! This weekend we hear from Isaiah 

about how the Lord will make a new Garden of Eden. That he will make all things new as He 

will come to save us. Our God will redeem us and make the blind see and the deaf hear and 

the lame leap and the mute sing. Isaiah tells of the coming Messiah and what He will do when 

He comes to vindicate us.  

John the Baptist sends his disciples to find Jesus to ask if He is the one. John is trying to show 

his disciples who Jesus truly is so they will follow Jesus from now on. Jesus tells them to tell 

John about the fulfillment of the prophets, especially Isaiah, that the blind see, the deaf hear, 

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to 

them. After they leave to proclaim the good news to John, Jesus then speaks to the crowd 

about who John is and why it is important for all to know. John is the new prophet, the new 

Elijah, the long-awaited messenger announcing the coming of the Messiah. Jesus is telling 

them very bluntly who He is in the way Jesus tells us who John is. For in this announcement 

of who John is, He begins the announcement of the good news of the kingdom of heaven. Do 

you believe what He proclaims? 

This last week we hosted a multitude of people for the funeral of Rev. Fr. Daren Zehnle. There 

were probably close to 600 or more people in attendance. We had two Bishops, over 70 

priests, and around 20 deacons. It was quite the event to host and feed and welcome all of 

those mourning the death of Fr. Zehnle. I cannot thank you all enough for your work to      

welcome our guests. I am greatly appreciative of how you all made our parish look amazing 

to everyone here visiting. The hospitality you showed, not only helped mourners, but showed 

the love and face of Christ. THANK YOU! I was so proud of you all. 

I am deeply saddened at the passing of my friend, but I am hopeful for where we pray      

Fr. Daren is in the loving arms of His savior. He had the final sacraments, died with priests    

surrounding him, and was rightly offered back to the Lord in a proper Mass of Christian Burial. 

This gives me great comfort. I will miss my friend. 

Father Arisman 



December 15 
Monday 

6:30 a.m. 
Mary Catherine Sullivan Trimble and 

Richard Dietrich 

December 16 
Tuesday 

6:30 a.m. 
Andrew Wadford and 

Louis and Johanna Venegoni 

5:30 p.m. Paul “Butch” Steinkamp and Ed Huner 

December 17 
Wednesday 

6:30 a.m. 
John Schonarth and 

Fr. Tom Shaughnessy 

5:30 p.m. Don and Regina Blickhan 

December 18 
Thursday 

6:30 a.m. 
Jean Goodwin and 

Charles and Irene Milder 

5:30 p.m. Lawrence Paben and Jean Goodwin 

December 19 
Friday 

6:30 a.m. Mary Reckers and Gary Schmedding 

December 20 
Saturday 

8:00 a.m. Barb Mitchell and Gary Brink 

4:30 p.m. Jean Gross and Billy Moore 

December 21 
Sunday 

7:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Francis 

9:00 a.m. Bill and Katie Brink 

11:00 a.m. Dick Gengenbacher and John Busse 

Weekday Mass Intentions  This week in the Parish: 

Monday, December 15  

6:30 a.m. Mass 

11:00 a.m. QCS meeting 

12:30 p.m. QND rehearsal 

6:30 p.m. QND Christmas Concert 

6:45 p.m. PSR and BEAR 

7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace 

Tuesday, December 16 

6:30 a.m. Mass  

9:00 a.m. Ladies of St. Francis quilters 

11:30 p.m. QCS meeting 

1:00 p.m. The Wild Goose 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. The Wild Goose 

Wednesday, December 17 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

5:00 p.m. PTO Santa visit 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Choir practice 

Thursday, December 18  

6:30 a.m. Mass  

9:00 a.m. Ladies of St. Francis Quilters 

1:00 p.m. Scripture Discussion 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Scripture Discussion 

6:30 p.m. OCIA 

6:30 p.m. SFS Christmas Program 

6:30 p.m. Troop 22 meeting  

Friday, December 19 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Cursillo meeting  

Saturday, December 20 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

8:30 a.m. Reconciliation 

3:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

4:30 p.m. Mass 

  

Week of 12/7/2025          Week  YTD 

Regular Collection $32,238.58 $612,387.49 

Loose Collection $1,626.00 $41,618.73 

Holy Days, Special  

Collections 

$3,229.00 $10,861.10 

Total Collection $37,093.58 $664,867.32 

Annual School Fund $3,979.40 YTD: $91,822.92 

Budget Goal for  
School Support 

$3,650.00 YTD: $80,300.00 

Collections to Support the Church 

Budget Needed 

Support 

$27,850.00 $584,850.00 

Difference $9,243.58 $80,017.32 



Thought of the Week: Press On! 
Nothing significant can be accomplished without                     
perseverance. “Nothing in this world can take the place of 
persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than 
unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded 
genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is 
full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination 
alone are omnipotent. The slogan ‘Press On!’ has solved 
and always will solve the problems of the human race,” 
was Calvin Coolidge’s observation. So, press on! One Holy 
Moment at a time. 
Matthew Kelly 

Reverse Advent Calendar to Benefit the Food Pantry 

If you are looking for a good way to prepare for 

Christmas, throughout the Advent Season we would like 

to suggest this idea to you. Each day you add a grocery 

item to a bag or box and on Christmas Eve donate the 

items to our Food Pantry. Bags with this list can be 

found at the entrances to church. Below are some ideas 

for items that are most needed: 

Dec. 1 – box of cereal  

Dec. 2 – peanut butter 

Dec. 3 – macaroni and cheese 

Dec. 4 – canned tuna  

Dec. 5 – simple crackers 

Dec. 6 – can of mixed fruit 

Dec. 7 – can of corn 

Dec. 8 – can of green beans 

Dec. 9 – hamburger helper 

Dec. 10 – instant potatoes 

Dec. 11 – canned chicken 

Dec. 12 – tuna helper  

Dec. 13 – pancake mix 

Dec. 14 – can of 

                  spaghetti sauce 

Dec. 15 – spaghetti 

Dec. 16 – pork and beans 

Dec. 17 – canned soup 

Dec. 18 – applesauce 

Dec. 19 – syrup 

Dec. 20 – jelly 

Dec. 21 – dish soap 

Dec. 22 – toothpaste 

Dec. 23 – bar soap 

Dec. 24 – toilet paper 

          Giving Tree Ministry:  This year we have the 

           opportunity to help our fellow parishioners      

            have a brighter Christmas. You will find tags on  

              the trees located around the Church, with 

requested gifts listed on them. If you can help, take a 

tag, purchase the gift, wrap it with the tag secured on 

the outside, and place it under one of the trees in the 

Sanctuary, no later than 11 a.m. on December 21. If 

you purchase a gift card, please remember the Gene 

Grawe cards that are available in the St. Peter Church 

lobby. If you have questions, contact Mary Ann Cornwell 

at  217-430-0528 or Barb Nisbet, 217-257-9473. 

Please leave your wrapped gifts under the tree. 

They are picked up daily. 

Introducing St. Francis’ Fraternity 

Inspired by the “Just a Guy in a Pew” ministry, we are 

launching St. Francis’ Fraternity to build true brotherhood 

and help men live out their faith boldly. The first meeting 

will be Thursday, January 8, with meetings every week 

on Thursdays from 7-8:15 p.m. in the parish center. Focus 

will be on the four pillars of fraternity: Formation,        

Worship, Service and Fellowship. Please come when your 

schedule allows. Scan here to connect with us on             

GroupMe, join the group, and get all the details.    

Rest in Peace 

Father Daren Zehnle  

March 26, 1978— November 27, 2025 

Saints Study Final Fall Session 

Sunday, December 14 at 6 p.m. in 

the parish center. 

Join us as we explore the biblical 

roots of the words and gestures 

we experience in the Liturgy, and 

understand their profound 

significance. The goal of this study 

is to renew our faith and deepen 

our love and devotion to the Eucharist. All parishes are 

welcome. Bring a friend!   

Christmas Mass Times: 

Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve: 

4 o’clock, 6 o’clock, 9 o’clock and midnight 

Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day: 

9 o’clock  

There will be a city-wide Penance Service at                       

St. Francis on Sunday, December 21 starting at 2 p.m. 

 



Holy Name News:  The next Holy Name meeting is Wednesday, January 14 at 6 p.m. in the parish center. 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Christmas banquet, and for your generous support of the               
St. Francis Food Pantry.  
Knights of Columbus News:  The Thursday night Big Raffle drawing is up to $16,220. December 18-19 will 
be the last week of 2025 for the raffle and chicken dinners as we take a holiday break. Check out the daily 
calendar winners and much more at quincykofc.org.  

Ladies of St. Francis News:  
The Ladies of St. Francis wish everyone a blessed and 

healthy Christmas season and a Happy New Year!   

Christmas Cards for Parishioners in Nursing Homes                             

It’s time for our church families to address Christmas 

cards for our parishioners who live in nursing homes or 

memory care facilities.  

Good Samaritan Home: Phyllis Ehrhardt, Phyllis Hemm, 

Betty Klingele, Bengta “Bink”Wiemelt, Carlene Wolf, 

Kenneth Talken, Lana Krigbaum 

Illinois Veterans Home: Vicki Kurtz, Leo Luttrell,                 

Barbara Nauert.   

Quincy Healthcare: Charlotte Poore, Norma Russell, 

Judith Schmitz, Margie Bernhardt, Mary Lu Peter 

Sunset Senior Living: Charlotte Adam, Michael Mason, 

Janet Waterkotte, Gayle Happekotte, William Jansen, 

Dori Ohnemus, Joan Keller 

Arbors at Adams Pointe: Jean Frericks, Angela Huner, 

Barbara Kaiser, Margaret Huelsmeyer 

High Point (formerly Cedarhurst): Margaret Andrews, 

Ann Harness, Marjorie Spoonmore, Nancy Walker 

Adams Pointe Senior Living: William Postle 

Rushville Nursing & Rehab Center: Dorothy Huber 

Bradford Villa: Paul Bower 

Bickford of  Quincy: Pat Hussong, Carolyn Rupp 

Barry Health Care: Barbara Niewohner 

There is a bin in the back of church and a bin inside the 

main entrance to the parish center to drop off the cards, 

which will be delivered in time for Christmas. Please    

sign your name in each card and state you are from        

St. Francis Solanus Church. Put the resident’s name and 

nursing home on the outside of the envelope.  

DO NOT SEAL THE ENVELOPE.   

The final deadline for submitting cards is Monday,       

December 15. 

If you know of anyone from our parish who is not on the 

list, please call Susan Mast, 217-430-3234. 

The Liturgy Planning Committee will be switching the       

decorations from Advent to Christmas at 9 o’clock Saturday 

morning, December 20. All are welcome to help!   

The Knights of Columbus 2026 Calendar Raffle helps 

many local charities. Cost is $25 and you have a chance to 

win every day of the year with over $24,000 in cash prizes. 

They really make great Christmas gifts! The raffle calendars 

are available at the Knights east building during business 

hours, or by calling Mike Schlipmann, 217-653-9318 or 

John Veith, 217-653-0258. Thank you for your support! 

Holiday Cards for Priests 

If you would like to send a holiday greeting to priests 

who have served at St. Francis, here are some of 

their addresses: 
 

Fr. Bruce Scott, 2400 S. Franklin Street Rd.,  
Decatur, Il 62521 
Fr. James Wheeler, OFM, Fr. Bob Barko, OFM:  
724 N. 20th St., Quincy, Il. 62301 
Fr. Rafal Pyrchla:  
400 N. Whitetail Circle, Mt. Zion, Il. 62549 
Fr. David Beagles:  
207 E. Walnut, Robinson, Il. 62454 
Fr. Don Blaeser OFM and Fr. Kurt Hartrich OFM:  
St. Peter Catholic Church, 110 W. Madison,  
Chicago, Il. 60602 
Fr. More Torres OFM: Mission San Luis Rey Parish,  
4070 Mission Ave., Oceanside CA 92057  
Fr. Duc Pham OFM: Sacred Heart of Jesus,  
1530 Union St., Indianapolis, IN 46225 

Blessed Sacrament Church has an immediate opening for 

a full-time Parish Secretary. Contact Audreana Derhake 

at 217-222-2759 for more information.  

 

 

St. Francis Community Assistance wants to thank all of 

the volunteers who took poinsettias to our homebound 

parishioners. You are a vital part of this ministry and 

we very much appreciate your time in bringing joy to 

these parishioners during the Christmas season. 



Immediate Job Opening at QND 

QND is seeking qualified candidates for a 

Maintenance/Groundskeeper position.     

Qualified candidates should submit a cover 

letter, resume and two letters of reference     

by Friday, December 12 to QND Principal 

Mark McDowell at mmcdowell@qndhs.org. 

Compensation is based on skill set and related 

experience and ranges from $17-$22 an hour. 

More information is available upon request.  

Preschool and Kindergarten 2026-2027 

Will your family have a student in preschool or 

kindergarten during the 2026-27 school year? Our 

Kindergarten Round-Up is Thursday, March 5 from 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Students must be 5 years old by    

September 1, 2026. Preschool Open House is      

Monday, February 2 from 6-7 p.m. Registration for 

preschool through eighth grade begins in February. 

St. Francis School also is exploring the idea of       

expanding the number of full-day preschool spaces 

for the 2026-27 school year. If you might be      

interested in full-day preschool for a three or four 

year old, email the school at: 

school@stfrancissolanus.com with the following 

information: First and last name of the child; Age of 

child as of 9-1-2026; Parent first and last name;    

Parent phone number; Parent email and Interest in 

full-day or half-day preschool. Answering the survey 

DOES NOT register the child for St. Francis preschool.  



Catholic Radio 
91.1 FM 93.7 

Walter Scott Reed

312 North 33rd Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301
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TV Mass for Shut-ins 
The Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus 

broadcasts Mass for the Shut-ins 
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on Channel ABC 

(Basic Cable Channel 3). 
If you know of someone who would benefit from a 

missal with Sunday and Daily Liturgies, 
CONTACT Terry Obert and we will send a 
Pray Together Missal FREE OF CHARGE. 

                         Terry Obert, Faithful Navigator, 217-257-3161
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600 Jersey St., Quincy 
217-222-1122    

Rob Gengenbacher

Marcia Steinkamp    Nick Steinkamp 

Business Telephone & 
Internet Consultants 

Phone: 217-224-8840 
www.ms-comm.com 

2000 N. 12th Street 
Quincy, IL 62301 
217‐223‐3791 

woodmartbuildingcenter.com 

Your Project Partner! 

Knights of Columbus #583 

Pr ay For Pro -Li fe  and Vo c at ions

“Affordable Master’s Programs” 
www.quincy.edu

Family EyeCare 
  Dr. Kristie Chevalier • Dr. Austin Krohn 
             www.familyeyecareqcy.com

Winters
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH • BUSINESS 

217­223­4080
201 SOUTH FIFTH STREET • QUINCY, IL 

www.wintersins.com 

217-223-7022
Fax 217-223-0859 

Pager 217-221-2312 
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Walter Scott Reed

1121 Locust Street 
Quincy, IL 62301 

217-223-8600

Strength & Conditioning • Personal Training • Nutrition 
Speed & Agility Development • Youth Development 

217-214-3482
www.xcelperfom.com

December 
20-21

Altar Server - 
Weekend 

Communion 
Minister 

Usher Reader Greeter/Gift Bearer 

Saturday 
4:30 p.m. 

Callie Longlett
Finley Meehan
Julia Meehan 

Joleen Patton
Carla Slough

Becky Gengenbacher
Jessica Veith 

Thomas Ennis      Edward Mitchell
Greg Ehrhardt     Jim Kaiser
Philip Kemner

One Needed Please 

Rick Gengenbacher
Chryssia Hea 

Angel Miranda
Peggy Kaiser
Gift Bearer

Sheila Goehl 

Sunday 
7:00 a.m. 

Eli Terwelp
One Needed Please 

Kay Gallaher
Arlene Hendren

Gary Winking
Sue Winking 

Roger Gallaher     Gary Terwelp
Jack Terwelp     Perry Terwelp
Mary Terwelp     Aurie McGee 

Paul Brown Emilie Venvertloh
Terry Niemann

Gift Bearer
Bradley Soebbing 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. 

Hadley Carrier
Macy Patton
Bo Weiman 

Samantha Cramsey
Kristen Patton

Marty Steinkoenig
Leila Weppler 

Terry Kistner        Gary Darnell
Karl Venvertloh   Terry Nall
John McDowell   Michael Zanger 

Monica Hinkamper
Aaron Weiman 

Jill Arnold Blickhan
Anne Meyer

Gift Bearer
Kathleen Bracy 

Sunday 
11:00 a.m. 

Hendrix Holtschlag
Hunter Terwelp

One Needed Please 

Dennis Greving
Rebecca Wear
Bridget Ehrhart
Sue Holbrook 

Henry Voss     Evan Reichert
Ron Gengenbacher    Donald Olps
Mike Holbrook            Rose Willer 

Alice Arnold
Rosanna Voss 

Margaret Steinbrecher
James Doellman

Gift Bearer
Carol Steinbrecher 

Saturday Morning Mass Server

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

December 20, 8:00 a.m. 

December 21, 9:00 a.m. 

Elliott Ormond 

Anne Meyer 
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ILLINOIS 

SCHOOL SUPPLY 
-OFFICE & SCHOOL SUPPLIES- 

120 South 7th Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301

 WATERKOTTE 
CONSTRUCTION 
2630 Wisman Lane 

222-5413

Pray the 

Rosary

1736 Spring • 228-8868 • www.quincyfoodandfun.com 
                          OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 3:00 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT - CLOSED MONDAY  

ONLINE ORDERING 
ordertheabbey.com

      FREE ESTIMATES  
         WOOD BURNING STOVES •   

        GEOTHERMAL •  
           FIRE PLACES •  

          (217) 222-1368

QUINCY, IL ST. FRANCIS SOLANUS

MEAT • FROZEN • PRODUCE • DRY GOODS • TABLE TOP 
CLEANING SUPPLIES • EQUIPMENT • DISPOSABLES

              Family         
                Owned  

and  
Operated Since 1873

140 Maine St., Quincy 
217-222-0500 

Open to the Public 
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Let’s Go!

 
 
 
 
 
 814 Ohio St. Quincy, IL 62301 

PH 217.222.4322 FAX 217.222.2393 
www.fischerbuilders.com

Proudly  
building our  

community for over  
60 years!

Charles H. Scholz, Agent 
 4832 Broadway, Quincy, IL  

217-224-6665 
www.sfquincy.com 

Like a good  neighbor, State Farm is there.

   F U N E R A L  H O M E  
Brian C. Durante,Co-Owner 

217-222-4907 
www.hansenspear.com

Wm A Niekamp  
Truck Service, Inc. 

6116 HWY 24 E • Quincy, IL 62305 
217-434-8444 • 800-344 5783 

nietru@wildblue.net 
AdamNiekamp                  Dan Niekamp 

100% Local Catholic Owned 
 
 
 
 

liberty.bank

St.
 Vincent’s

ENTRUP  
Drywall & Painting                      
PAPER HANGING • TEXTURING 

PLASTERING • DRYVIT • FAUX FINISHING 

217-222-2220
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MASSES 
Sunday Obligation: Saturday evening: 4:30 p.m. for Sunday  
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday thru Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. Saturday 
8:35 a.m. Wednesday during school year 
Holy Day Obligation: Anticipated 5:30 p.m. 
Holy Day 6:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION 
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. AND 3:00-4:00 p.m. Saturday, 

or call the Parish Office for an Appointment.

3100 North 18th Street 
Quincy, IL 62305 

217.222.0977 
www.freseornamentalnursery.com

 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

& INDUSTRIAL PIPING 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

217/223-9289 
QUINCY, ILLINOIS 

 

ALAN BLICKHAN 
Broker/REALTOR 

CELL: 217.257.1445 

w w w . z a n g e r a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

Jeff Wiemelt, Broker / GRI 
Mays Real Estate, Inc. 
3601 East Lake Centre, Quincy, IL  
Off.: (217) 228-3100  
Cell: (217) 242-4228 
www.JeffWiemelt.com 

  Rehabilitation • Assisted Living • Independent Living • Nursing Home 
“The Care You Need To Get Back Home” 

1440 N. 10th Quincy 
217-224-3780  

 quincyhcc.com

217.222.1011

  217.222.ROOF (7663)   
     

LIC. 104.019642

   KIENTZLE & SONS            

Family owned and operated!

general  construction & excavating 
FRED 217.430.2654 

 FRED JR. 217-430-2155 
PARKER 217-617-1788




