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MASSES 
Sunday Obligation: Saturday evening: 4:30 p.m. for Sunday
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday thru Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. Saturday 
8:35 a.m. Wednesday during school year 
Holy Day Obligation: Anticipated 5:30 p.m. 
Holy Day 6:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION 
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. AND 3:00-4:00 p.m. Saturday, 

or call the Parish Office for an Appointment.

Fourth Sunday 

of L
 
ent 

MARCH 15, 2026 
1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13a;  

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 or 9: 1, 6-9, 
13-13-17, 34

  The Fourth Sunday of Lent is often called 
“Laetare Sunday.” (It’s pronounced “lay-TAH-
ray”.) Laetare is the first word of the Latin
Entrance Antiphon for today. It means, “Rejoice!” 
In the ancient Church, today was kind of a 
“Mardi Gras,” since fasting did not begin until 
Monday after the Fourth Sunday of Lent. So they 
rejoiced. Perhaps, later on in the history of the 
Church, they rejoiced because Lent was half over.  
  But we should really rejoice because our Elect 
are almost at their goal of the Easter sacraments 
of baptism, confirmation, and eucharist! During 
the rest of Lent, flowers are forbidden in church; 
today they are permitted. During the rest of Lent, 
the use of the organ and other instruments is      
forbidden (except if necessary to sustain the 
singing); today they are permitted. Let us rejoice! 
  Through baptism, we receive the gift of faith 
which enables us to see as God sees. This is the 
theme of today’s Scripture readings. The first 
reading is the story of the anointing of David as 
King of Israel. Samuel had been told that one of 
the sons of Jesse was to be king. He assumed that 
it would be the oldest, strongest, and biggest. It 
wasn’t. He went through all the sons of Jesse and 
did not find the Lord’s choice. Finally, they called 
in the last son of Jesse from tending the flocks. 
Thereupon Samuel anointed David as king. God 
does not see as humans see; he reads the heart! 
He chooses whom he will! 
  The second reading tells us that we were
once darkness, but now we are light. Once we
wandered aimlessly. Life had no meaning. Now 
everything fits together in the context of faith. 
Now we are light in the Lord. 
  The long Gospel story is of the man born blind. 
Jews, like Catholics, believed that God would 
often send or permit afflictions in order to purify 
a person’s faith. But they believed that God could 
not send blindness. The reason was that a blind 
person could not read the Torah, and reading the 
Torah was the only way to  salvation! Therefore 
blindness had to be caused by sin!  
  Jesus says this is not so; the man’s blindness is 
to show forth God’s glory. When Jesus smeared 
mud on the man’s eyes, the word translated 
“smeared” is actually “anointed.” It has
sacramental overtones. The man washes in the 
pool of Siloam and can see. The symbolic meaning 
is that we shall see as God sees through baptism.  
  At the end of the story Jesus remarks that 
many blind people of this world think that they 
see. These are the sophisticated, self-satisfied,      
arrogant people of this world. They are blind. But 
he came to make the blind see: to give the real 
meaning of life to all. 
  Today, we celebrate the second of the Scrutinies 
with our Elect. As we pray that the eyes of faith 
will be opened in our Elect, let us also pray that 
we shall always see with eyes of faith, and that 
Christ will always be the light of our lives. 

--Msgr. William Carr 
© 2014 by Sunday Missal Service 

1012 Vermont Street • Quincy, IL 62301 



4th Sunday of Lent 

In the First Book of Samuel, the Lord reminds Samuel of something we all need to hear: “Not as man 
sees does God see.” When Samuel looked at Jesse’s sons, he naturally assumed the strongest and 
most impressive must be the one God had chosen. Yet it was David—the youngest, the shepherd, 
the one overlooked—whom the Lord had anointed. God sees the heart. We live in a world that is 
quick to judge by appearances, success, or status. But the Lord looks deeper. He sees faith, humility, 
kindness, and a willingness to trust Him. The story reminds us that God often works through people 
and places others might overlook. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus heals the man born blind, but the greater miracle is not only that the 
man receives sight—it is that he comes to see who Jesus truly is. Meanwhile, those who believed 
they could see clearly—the Pharisees—remain spiritually blind. This Gospel invites us to reflect on 
our own vision. Do we recognize Christ at work in our lives, even in unexpected ways? Like the man 
in the Gospel, our faith often grows step by step as we encounter the Lord. As we continue our     
Lenten journey, we might ask the Lord to open our eyes—to see Him more clearly, to recognize His 
grace around us, and to see others as God sees them: with love, dignity, and possibility. 

This last week we had a phenomenal speaker on how to protect Catholic families online,      
Dr. Peter Kleponis. I wanted to thank Dr. Kleponis. What great information that every parent needs 
to hear, but especially Catholic parents. I do have to say I was very disappointed in the number of 
people that attended. I know we had to cancel one night because of travel issues for the speaker, but 
every parent in our parish and school should have been there. The information was invaluable. 
When we bring a speaker for a mission or any subject, I promise only the best. Please make these 
events a greater priority. For those who still want to watch, the talk is on our parish Facebook page 
for the next 30 days and then it will be gone. I highly encourage every parent to watch. 

Lastly, We need some school families to step up to help make the parish picnic a reality. I don’t know 
how we got to this little a number and no one was recruited sooner, but we need people to step up. 
This is not only a great moment to evangelize and bring people to our property that otherwise may 
never come here, but it is also a huge fundraiser for the school. Please prayerfully consider stepping 
up. This is a great way to be a good steward for the parish and school. Contact me or Mrs. Radel if 
you are willing.  

Father Arisman 



March 16 
Monday 

6:30 a.m. Tally McDonald and Ron Whittaker 

March 17 
Tuesday 

6:30 a.m. 
Donna Kerkhoff and 
Shane McDermott 

5:30 p.m. No Mass. Communion Service 

March 18 
Wednesday 

6:30 a.m. No Mass. Communion Service 

5:30 p.m. Jean Goodwin and Launa Blickhan 

March 19 
Thursday 

6:30 a.m. 
Georgeanne LaRoche and 

Marcia Ryan and the Ryan family 

5:30 p.m. Joyce Cowser and Brenda Sandifer 

March 20 
Friday 

6:30 a.m. Bill Venvertloh and Justin Main-Wade 

March 21 
Saturday 

8:00 a.m. 
Virginia Brinkman and the 

Briddle and Kemner families 

4:30 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Francis 

March 22 
Sunday 

7:00 a.m. Louis Demers and Gertrude Sohn 

9:00 a.m. 
Dick Mitchell Sr. and  

Bob and Jane Haas 50th anniversary 

11:00 a.m. Danny Postle and Marcia Tushaus 

Weekday Mass Intentions This week in the Parish: 

Monday, March 16 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

4:45 p.m. PSR 

6:45 p.m. BEAR youth group 

Tuesday, March 17 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. St. Francis quilters 

5:30 p.m. Communion Service 

6:00 p.m. Ladies of St. Francis meeting 

6:30 p.m. Truth Seekers 

Wednesday, March 18 

6:30 a.m. Communion Service 

4:00 p.m. Adoration 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

7:00 p.m. Men’s Prayer Group 

Thursday, March 19 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. St. Francis Quilters 

1:00 p.m. Scripture Discussion 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Scripture Discussion 

6:30 p.m. OCIA 

6:30 p.m. Finance Council 

6:30 p.m. Troop 22 meeting 

7:00 p.m. St. Francis Men’s Fraternity 

Friday, March 20 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

3:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 

5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, March 21 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

8:30 a.m. Reconciliation 

1:00 p.m. Cursillo reunion 

3:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

4:30 p.m. Mass 

Week of 3/8/2026  Week YTD 

Regular Collection $24,151.44 $976,068.59 

Loose Collection $1,810.46 $62,124.99 

Holy Days, Special 

Collections 

$457.55 $49,439.40 

Total Collection $26,419.45 $1,087,632.98 

Annual School Fund $2,708.84 YTD: $168,969.34 

Budget Goal for 
School Support 

$3,650.00 YTD: $131,00.00 

Collections to Support the Church 

Budget Needed 

Support 

$27,850.00 $1,002,600.00 

Difference $-1,430.55 $85,032.98 



Thought of the Week:  The more you belong to Christ, the 
more grace you will obtain to be effective in this world and 
to be happy in eternity. But you must make up your mind 
to follow the way of self-surrender: the Cross on your 
shoulders, with a smile on your lips, a light in your soul. 
St. Josemaria Escriva 

 
Illinois Pro-Life March, Thursday, March 19 

Rally at 1 p.m., March at 2 p.m. 

Where: The Lincoln Statue in front of the Illinois Capitol 

building in Springfield. Right to Life of Adams County is 

sponsoring a FREE chartered motor coach. Call/text  

Jake Reed for more information and to make your       

reservation: 217-577-1555.  

Copies of the bestselling The Exorcist Files by Father   
Carlos Martins are available for parishioners in the North 
Entryway. Father Martins, a renowned exorcist, shares 
real-life accounts and spiritual insights that provide a 
deeper understanding of the spiritual battle and the     
triumph of Christ. Free for any donation amount.  

The Quincy Deanery Council of Catholic Women will 

hold its Spring Gathering on Wednesday, March 25 at 

St. Thomas Parish in Camp Point. This year’s theme is 

“Building Catholic Culture.” Father Scott Snider,                  

Tri-Parishes Pastor is the featured speaker. The day    

begins at 7:45 with registration, followed by Mass,     

Adoration and the Rosary. There’s also a light breakfast, 

program and lunch. The day will conclude about 2:30.  

There’s a sign-up sheet in the gathering space. 

For more information contact Susan Asher, QDCCW 

President, at 217-653-5074. 

Coffee and Donuts Cancelled for April.  We 

will resume with the May Coffee and 

Donuts on Sunday, May 3. 

March Events for Francis Fraternity 

March 19: Service Pillar: Preparing for Passiontide 

(covering statues), Church. 

March 26: Fellowship Pillar: Bags tournament and 

March Madness @ Mavericks Landing, 500 S. 8th St. 

All men are welcome! For more information call 

John at 217-440-8187. 

Welcome 

Trent and Sarah Koplinski  

and their son Jonah ;  

Blake and Brooke Houston ;  

Scott Sass 

& 

Brandon and Ashley Griggs  

and their children  

William and  Elodie 

We are delighted you have chosen  

St. Francis as your new parish home. 

Rest in Peace 

Vincent Leo Luttrell, Jr. 

September 13, 1933—March 1, 2026 

& 

Shane McDermott 

April  1, 1969—March 4, 2026 

League of St. Clare March Events 

Women of the parish, please join us for the 

following March events from 7-8:15 p.m. in the 

parish center. 

March 15: Formation Pillar: Angels & Demons talk 

by Father Arisman. 

March 29: Worship Pillar: Guided Meditation with 

Adoration and Confession. 

Fish Fries: St. Anthony Parish/St. Dominic: 
St. Dominic: March 20 4:30-7 p.m. Carry-outs available.  
St. Anthony: March 27 4:30-7 p.m. Carry-outs available. 
Catfish Plate (whole or filet), 3 sides, dessert, drink $15. 
Walleye Plate 3 sides, dessert, drink $15. Fish sandwich, 
fries and drink $8. 

There will be an Hour of Adoration for Priests followed by 

Benediction at St. Anthony Church, 2223 St. Anthony Rd. 

on Sunday, March 15 from 3-4 p.m.. All are invited to 

come and pray for our priests. 



Holy Name News: The next Holy Name meeting is Wednesday, April 8 at 6:00 p.m. in the parish center. Our next 
activity is the Palm Sunday Chicken Dinner on March 29. See below for more details.  
Knights of Columbus News: The Thursday Night Big Raffle jackpot is up to $19,490. Tickets are sold from 6:00-
7:45 p.m. with the drawing at 8:00. Fish dinners will be held every Friday during Lent, including Good Friday. 
Serving from 4:30-7:00. Drive through or eat in McGivney Hall. Serving pollock and catfish filets, American     
potato salad, baked beans and mac and cheese for $14. Eat-in is buffet style. Check the daily calendar winners 
and much more at quincykofc.org. 

              Ladies of St. Francis News:  
Our first meeting of the spring season will be Tuesday, 

March 17. Please note: There will be no Mass that     

evening, but there will be a Communion Service. Dinner 

will start at 6 p.m. Cost of the dinner is $10. Call or text 

Helen Zimmerman to reserve your spot, 217-242-6692. 

We look forward to seeing everyone!   

Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers Return! 

Make plans to join us after the 5:30 p.m. 

Mass on Wednesdays during Lent in the 

parish center. Each week a different parish ministry will 

provide a variety of delicious homemade soups and 

desserts. Host groups try to also provide a gluten-free 

soup and dessert option.   

The Wild Goose: A Small Group Study  

The Wild Goose: Discovering a Deeper Relationship with 

the Holy Spirit, is a 14-part series featuring Franciscan 

University of Steubenville President Fr. Dave Pivonka. 

This study invites viewers to an encounter, or a renewed 

encounter, with the Holy Spirit.  

The series will be offered once in the afternoon and once 

in the evening on Tuesday afternoons from 1-2:30 in the 

Bride’s Room and from 6:30-8:00 in the South hall.        

The series runs March 3-April 28 (skipping March 17 and 

April 21). 

Feel free to attend even if you didn’t attend the fall       

session. Facilitators are Bob and Jane Haas. You can      

reserve your spot by contacting Jane at 217-257-0533 or 

jfthaas@hotmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis Holy Name Palm Sunday Chicken Dinner 

 Sunday, March 29  in the St. Francis Parish Center.  

Serving fresh, hot fried chicken from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Also on the menu is mashed potatoes and gravy, 

green beans, coleslaw, and homemade desserts 

from the Ladies of St. Francis. Dine-in, carry-out or 

drive through. Adults $13, children 12-6 $7 and    

anyone under 5 is free. Make plans to join us!  

The next Ladies Card Party will be Thursday, April 9. 

Please take note that due to Holy Week, the card 

party was moved from the first Thursday of the 

month to the second Thursday. 

Singles Late 50s and Above:  Are you looking for a renewed 
sense of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life-changing 
RENEW weekend retreat at the Pallottine Retreat Center (30 
min from downtown St. Louis), on April 10-12, 2026.  Take a 
chance and get involved. You won't regret it! Visit 
www.RenewRetreats.org, e-mail renewretreat.stl@gmail.com, 
or call (314) 703-1002 for details. 

http://www.renewretreats.org/
mailto:renewretreat.stl@gmail.com


Blessed Sacrament School in Quincy is in search of 

two long-term substitute teachers from April to May. 

If interested, please contact Principal Lisa Berhorst, 

217-228-1477, Principal@blessedscs.org.

Lenten School Mass Schedule: 

  Wednesday, March 18—No Mass.  

  Wednesday, March 25—Mass with choir 

The students of QND thank you for your support on       

Commitment Weekend. For those parishioners who missed 

the opportunity to make their pledge or gift to QND, you can 

place your contribution in the offertory or mail it directly to 

QND, PO Box 1014, Quincy, IL 62306. Gifts support QND’s 

49th Fund Drive, which bridges the gap between the cost to 

educate and the tuition charged to families. To learn more 

about QND, visit QuincyNotreDame.org.      

Thank you for your consideration! 

St. Peter School in Quincy is accepting applications for two 

full-time teacher positions for the 2026-27 school year. 

Fourth grade and a 7/8 grade Science/Religion/Reading 

position. Contact the school office for more information: 

217-223-1120.

CYO Board Member Needed from St. Francis 

For more information about this volunteer opportunity 

contact CYO Board President Tom McLaughlin at      

217-653-1032. The board meets the second Monday of

each month at 6 p.m.



Catholic Radio 
91.1 FM 93.7 

Walter Scott Reed

312 North 33rd Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301

Sunday Missal Service • 1012 Vermont St. • Quincy, IL • 222-4030 • justin@sundaymissal.com • www.sundaymissal.com

TV Mass for Shut-ins 
The Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus 

broadcasts Mass for the Shut-ins 
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on Channel ABC 

(Basic Cable Channel 3). 
If you know of someone who would benefit from a 

missal with Sunday and Daily Liturgies, 
CONTACT Terry Obert and we will send a 
Pray Together Missal FREE OF CHARGE. 

                         Terry Obert, Faithful Navigator, 217-257-3161
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600 Jersey St., Quincy 
217-222-1122    

Rob Gengenbacher

Marcia Steinkamp    Nick Steinkamp 

Business Telephone & 
Internet Consultants 

Phone: 217-224-8840 
www.ms-comm.com 

2000 N. 12th Street 
Quincy, IL 62301 
217‐223‐3791 

woodmartbuildingcenter.com 

Your Project Partner! 

Knights of Columbus #583 

Pr ay For Pro -Li fe  and Vo c at ions

“Affordable Master’s Programs” 
www.quincy.edu

Family EyeCare 
  Dr. Kristie Chevalier • Dr. Austin Krohn 
             www.familyeyecareqcy.com

Winters
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH • BUSINESS 

217­223­4080
201 SOUTH FIFTH STREET • QUINCY, IL 

www.wintersins.com 

217-223-7022
Fax 217-223-0859 

Pager 217-221-2312 
A FRANCHISEE OF MIDAS INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION

Walter Scott Reed

1121 Locust Street 
Quincy, IL 62301 

217-223-8600

Strength & Conditioning • Personal Training • Nutrition 
Speed & Agility Development • Youth Development 

217-214-3482
www.xcelperfom.com

March 
21-22

Altar Server - 
Weekend 

Communion 
Minister 

Usher Reader Greeter/Gift Bearer 

Saturday 
4:30 p.m. 

Mackenzie Sousa
Callie Longlett

One Needed Please 

William Niewohner
Becky Gengenbacher
Martin Makarewicz

Maureen Makarewicz 

Michael Bickhaus   Richard Mitchell
Greg Ehrhardt

Three Needed Please 

Angela Gutting
Rick Gengenbacher 

Kristine Bickhaus
One Needed Please

Gift Bearer
Angela Gutting 

Sunday 
7:00 a.m. 

Larry Brumbaugh
Eli Terwelp 

Cindy Grawe
Gary Hilgenbrinck

Gary Winking
Sue Winking  

Terrence Obert    Aurie McGee
George Venvertloh     Paul Eling
Janet Marquette    John Beckman 

Carolyn Briddle Emilie Venvertloh
Joan Beard
Gift Bearer

Bradley Soebbing 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. 

Reagan Genenbacher
Tinley Genenbacher

Molly Costigan 

Sarah Genenbacher
Ted Genenbacher

Jayna Klauser
Donna Mangold 

Neal Blickhan      John McDowell
Bradyn Klauser     Kevin Williams
Ryan Klauser         Joseph Wiewel 

Anne Meyer
Bruce Broemmel 

Jill Arnold Blickhan
Mary Fitzsimmons

Gift Bearer
Karilyn Williams 

Sunday 
11:00 a.m. 

Evan Reichert
Carter Steinkamp
Isaac Steinkamp 

Christine Duvall
Sue Holbrook

Marvin Knuffman
Christina Rose 

Michael Fessler    Marty Karhoff
Mike Halbrook     Steven Obert
Sam Vranjes

One Needed Please 

Teri Fessler
Helen Zimmerman 

Jane Haas
Doris Karhoff
Gift Bearer

Betsy Terwelp 

Saturday Morning Mass Server

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

March 21, 8:00 a.m. 

March 22, 9:00 a.m. 

Whitney Ormond 

Liz Gengenbacher 
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 Delta Tire
& Custom Wheels 

10th & Broadway •  Quincy  •  222-7212 
DAVE STEINKOENIG, Owner 

RUPP
RENTAL.COM
217-257-0360

 Ayer co
           Convenience Center  

With Four Convenient Locations In Quincy And 
Throughout Illinois

C
M
Y
B

C
M
Y
B

TOPS IN PAINTING, DECORATING  
and PAPER HANGING 

Phone 222-1559

A.H.
&  S O N S ,  I N C .

Phone 217-222-6913 
ILLINOIS 

SCHOOL SUPPLY 
-OFFICE & SCHOOL SUPPLIES-

120 South 7th Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301

 WATERKOTTE 
CONSTRUCTION 
2630 Wisman Lane 

222-5413

Pray the 
Rosary

1736 Spring • 228-8868 • www.quincyfoodandfun.com
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 3:00 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT - CLOSED MONDAY  

ONLINE ORDERING 
ordertheabbey.com

   FREE ESTIMATES  
         WOOD BURNING STOVES • 

        GEOTHERMAL •  
           FIRE PLACES • 
(217) 222-1368

QUINCY, IL ST. FRANCIS SOLANUS

MEAT • FROZEN • PRODUCE • DRY GOODS • TABLE TOP 
CLEANING SUPPLIES • EQUIPMENT • DISPOSABLES

 Family         
Owned  

and  
Operated Since 1873

140 Maine St., Quincy 
217-222-0500 

Open to the Public 
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Let’s Go!

 
 

 814 Ohio St. Quincy, IL 62301 
PH 217.222.4322 FAX 217.222.2393 

www.fischerbuilders.com

Proudly 
building our  

community for over  
60 years!

Charles H. Scholz, Agent 
 4832 Broadway, Quincy, IL  

217-224-6665 
www.sfquincy.com 

Like a good  neighbor, State Farm is there.

   F U N E R A L  H O M E

Brian C. Durante,Co-Owner 
217-222-4907

www.hansenspear.com

Wm A Niekamp  
Truck Service, Inc. 

6116 HWY 24 E • Quincy, IL 62305 
217-434-8444 • 800-344 5783

nietru@wildblue.net 
AdamNiekamp Dan Niekamp 

100% Local Catholic Owned 

liberty.bank

St.
Vincent’s

ENTRUP 
Drywall & Painting  
PAPER HANGING • TEXTURING 

PLASTERING • DRYVIT • FAUX FINISHING 

217-222-2220

3100 North 18th Street 
Quincy, IL 62305 

217.222.0977 
www.freseornamentalnursery.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
& INDUSTRIAL PIPING 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
217/223-9289 
QUINCY, ILLINOIS 

ALAN BLICKHAN 
Broker/REALTOR 

CELL: 217.257.1445 

w w w . z a n g e r a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

Jeff Wiemelt, Broker / GRI 
Mays Real Estate, Inc. 
3601 East Lake Centre, Quincy, IL  
Off.: (217) 228-3100  
Cell: (217) 242-4228 
www.JeffWiemelt.com 

  Rehabilitation • Assisted Living • Independent Living • Nursing Home 
“The Care You Need To Get Back Home” 

1440 N. 10th Quincy 
217-224-3780

quincyhcc.com

217.222.1011

  217.222.ROOF (7663)   LIC. 104.019642

 KIENTZLE & SONS

Family owned and operated!

general  construction & excavating
FRED 217.430.2654 

 FRED JR. 217-430-2155 
PARKER 217-617-1788




