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MASSES 
Sunday Obligation: Saturday evening: 4:30 p.m. for Sunday
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday thru Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. Saturday 
8:35 a.m. Wednesday during school year 
Holy Day Obligation: Anticipated 5:30 p.m. 
Holy Day 6:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION 
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. AND 3:00-4:00 p.m. Saturday, 

or call the Parish Office for an Appointment.

Solemnity of 

The Ascension
 

 

MAY 17, 2026 

Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; 
Matthew 28:16-20 

  Heaven is not “up;” hell is not “down;” 
earth is not in the middle Often, however, 
we visualize a “three storeyed” universe.  In 
many ways this is a problem: If we imagine 
Jesus going “up,” we may think of him as 
far from us, as billions of light years away. 
It’s hard to imagine him as close to us with 
such an idea. 
  The ascension of Jesus is not his being 
“taken away” from us. Rather, the ascension 
means that he enters the dimension of the 
Father’s glory. His sacrifice is accepted by 
the Father, who takes him to “his right 
hand.” At the “right hand” of the Father, 
Jesus is our Mediator, our Intercessor with 
the Father. We can have perfect confidence 
in the love of the Father, for Jesus is “at   his 
right hand.”  
  At the same time, Jesus has not departed 
from us. He has entered the Father’s glory 
in order to be closer to us than he was in  his 
visible, physical body. He is right here with 
us. We can, therefore, have confidence in 
our prayers which are heard by the Father 
“through Jesus Christ our Lord.” We can 
have confidence that Jesus, who is with us, 
knows us, cares for us, loves us, and will see 
us through every crisis. 
  Our first reading describes the ascension. 
Jesus is taken into the cloud of the Father’s 
glory. It is the same cloud we saw in the      
Exodus, in the dedication of the temple at 
Jerusalem, and in the Transfiguration. 
While the apostles gaze at the scene, angels 
tell them and us to get busy. We must not 
rest until we proclaim the “Good News” to 
every creature.  
  In the second reading, St. Paul tells us 
that Jesus is our one unique Mediator with 
the Father. He is superior to every angel and 
every other creature. We come to the Father 
through him.  
  The word “fullness” means “every thing 
that makes one to be who he is.” Jesus is the 
fullness of the Father; everything that is    
the Father resides bodily in Jesus. And we, 
the Church, are the “fullness” of Jesus! 
Everything that is Jesus Christ resides in us, 
the Church. Let us be aware of our dignity 
and live accordingly. 
  The Gospel is sometimes called “The 
Great Commission.” As he ascends to the 
glory of the Father, Jesus commands us to 
go forth and teach all nations. Are we
faithful to this command? 

--Msgr. William Carr 
© 2014 by Sunday Missal Service 

1012 Vermont Street • Quincy, IL 62301 



              Seventh Sunday of Easter 
                                                   The Ascension of the Lord 

There is something almost humorous in the Ascension readings because the apostles are standing 

there staring into the sky while the angels are practically saying, “Why are you still standing 

around?” In other words, Jesus does not ascend in order to escape the world; He ascends in order to 

send His Church into it. The Lord tells them in Acts that they will be His witnesses “to the ends of the 

earth,” and then in Matthew He gives the great command to “go and make disciples of all nations.” 

The Ascension is not the ending of the story. It is the beginning of the Church’s mission. Christ               

returns to the Father, but He leaves His work in our hands, imperfect as those hands may be. That is 

both humbling and frightening, because the Gospel now travels through ordinary people like us. 

 

What is equally beautiful is that Jesus never sends the disciples out alone. Matthew’s Gospel ends 

with one of the greatest promises in all of Scripture: “I am with you always.” The Lord who ascends is 

not absent. He remains with His Church in the sacraments, in His word, and in the quiet strength of 

the Holy Spirit. The apostles had their doubts, fears, and confusion, yet Christ still entrusted them 

with the mission of the Kingdom. That should give all of us hope. We may not feel holy enough,          

prepared enough, or courageous enough, but the Church has never depended solely on human 

strength. The Ascension reminds us that our eyes cannot remain fixed only on heaven while ignoring 

the world around us. We are called to bring Christ into our homes, our workplaces, our schools, and 

our community, trusting that the Lord who sends us also walks beside us every step of the way. 

 

To answer everyone’s question about the solemnity of the Ascension. The Ascension has never been 

on Thursday (as a holy day of obligation) in our diocese as long as I have been alive and more. I wish 

it was on Thursday, but the USA Bishops (except New York, Massachusetts, and Nebraska) decided to 

make it easier on everyone and move it to Sunday. Obviously it’s still an obligation as it’s a Sunday 

and every Sunday is an obligation. Period. 

 

Lastly, I was asked to tell people how much the addition to the organ cost. It is $100,000 for the             

digital addition. I would be thrilled if we can offset that cost. It was too good an opportunity to not 

add this now while we are working on it. To add it later would add more cost. Thank you for your 

consideration for the project!  



May 18 
Monday 

6:30 a.m. Marcia Ryan and Ryan family 

May 19 
Tuesday 

6:30 a.m. Paul Venvertloh and Shari Arment 

5:30 p.m. Bill Venvertloh 

May 20 
Wednesday 

6:30 a.m. Albert Linken and family 

5:30 p.m. Angela Huner 

May 21 
Thursday 

6:30 a.m. C. Richard Mudd 

5:30 p.m. 
Imogene Zanger and 

Justin Main-Wade 

May 22 
Friday 

6:30 a.m. Jaydon Kurtz and Adam Neihoff 

May 23 
Saturday 

8:00 a.m. Georgeanne LaRoche 

4:30 p.m. Mary Kay Gustison and Ed Huner 

May 24 
Sunday 

7:00 a.m. Louis Demers and Roger Knuffman 

9:00 a.m. 
Linda Blickhan and 

Janice Blickhan Foreman 

11:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Francis 

Weekday Mass Intentions  This week in the Parish: 

Monday, May 18 

6:30 a.m. Mass  

7:00 p.m. SFS eighth grade graduation Mass 

7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace (chapel) 

8:00 p.m. SFS graduation reception 

Tuesday, May 19 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. St. Francis quilters 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Ladies of St. Francis meeting 

Wednesday, May 20 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

8:20 a.m. SFS Mass 

8:35 a.m. Mega Raffle announcement 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

Thursday, May 21 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. St. Francis quilters 

1:00 p.m. Scripture Discussion 

5:30 p.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Scripture Discussion 

6:30 p.m. Finance Council 

6:30 p.m. Troop 22 meeting 

7:00 p.m. Francis Fraternity meeting 

Friday, May 22 

6:30 a.m. Mass 

Saturday, May 23 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

8:30 a.m. Reconciliation 

4:30 p.m. Mass 

Week of 5/10/2026          Week  YTD 

Regular Collection $24,843.88 $1,203,507.31 

Loose Collection $1,498.75 $80,501.47 

Holy Days, Special  

Collections 

$0.00 $63,245.85 

Total Collection $26,342.63 $1,347,254.63 

Annual School Fund $3,659.94 YTD: $193,600.18 

Budget Goal for  
School Support 

$3,650.00 YTD: $164,250.00 

Collections to Support the Church 

Budget Needed 

Support 

$27,850.00 $1,253,250.00 

Difference $-1,507.37 $94,004.63 



 

Thought of the Week: 
The Holy Spirit comes where He is loved, where He is 
invited, where He is expected. 

– St. Bonaventure  

Everyone Loves Our Parish Picnic 
Come Join Us for Lots of Fun! 

Date: June 13, 2026 
Time: 5:00 p.m.—Midnight 
Where: St. Francis School/Church property and St. 
Francis Parish Center (inside) 
Look forward to an evening seeing old friends! Also, 

outside and inside food, BINGO, 50/50, cash and     

basket raffle, beer and wine, dunk tank, silent              

auction, Kiddie Korner, train ride, games and prizes, 

live music by Heidelberg band and Violet Hill. Help us 

make this year our most successful year ever by 

showing up and having fun!  

Envelopes with raffle tickets will be handed out soon. 

If you can volunteer any of your time, please reach 

out to the picnic committee at sfspicnic@gmail.com. 

This year’s picnic committee is: Danielle Jacobs,      

Bob Mitchell and Ashley Mitchell. 

Because the Parish Picnic is a large fundraiser for our 

parish school, we’d like to encourage picnic goers to 

check out BINGO at the Picnic this year, which takes 

place in the air-conditioned Parish Center. 

Cost is $1 per card or $5 for six cards. Play your 

choice of one card or two cards, etc., per round. 

Numbers will be called continuously for about six 

minutes. If you didn’t hear, or need more time,   

numbers called will be shown on the overhead 

screen. As you BINGO, go to the prize table and pick 

out your prize. After six minutes you can start a new 

card and repeat the above.  

Playing one card per six rounds will take about 36 

minutes, plus a couple minute break between              

each round. 

Come early, buy your BINGO cards, buy your food 

inside and grab a seat. Number calling starts at 5:30. 

Fr. Aaron Kuhn is being moved from this area to a 

new priestly assignment. To show appreciation for 

Father  Aaron's quiet and dedicated service to this 

area, his family will host a party on Wednesday,          

June 10 starting at 6:30 p.m. in the Quincy Notre Dame 

Cafeteria.  Meal and world-famous soft-serve ice 

cream served.  RSVP greatly appreciated but not 

required.  RSVP by call or text to (217)-242-5217 or 

(217)-740-7326.  Everyone is welcome and the party 

starts when you get there!  

PTO Trash Bag Reminder! Buying these trash bags is 

a great way to support the work of the St. Francis 

School PTO. They come in three different sizes: 13 

gallon, 45 gallon and 55 gallon. Cost is $13 per roll. 

The only thing we ask is please have exact change 

when you come to the parish office to buy the bags. 

We also take checks. Thank you for your support!    



Holy Name News: Thank you to all of the men who turned out for our annual banquet, and thank you to the       

Ladies of St. Francis for supplying the delicious desserts. Our next big event will be the Parish Picnic on               

Saturday June 13. Help will be needed in the food tent. Please check your email for the sign-up sheet.   

Knights of Columbus News: The Thursday Night Big Raffle jackpot is up to $22,635. Tickets are sold from 6:00-
7:45 p.m. with the drawing at 8:00. Hall rentals are available for your end of the school year parties. Mark your 

calendars for this year’s KC BBQ August 14-16. Check the daily calendar winners and much more at              

quincykofc.org.      

Ladies of St. Francis News:  
Please join us for our next dinner meeting on 

Tuesday, May 19 following the 5:30 Mass. We will be 

celebrating the month of Mary and Mother’s Day. 

The Holy Name men will be cooking, so we know it 

will be a great meal! Cost of the dinner is $10. This 

will be the last meeting of the spring, so make plans 

to attend! Call or text Helen Zimmerman to reserve 

your spot, 217-242-6692. We look forward to seeing 

all of you!   

May Events for Francis Fraternity 

May 21—Service Pillar: Outside work/brush     

clearing at St. Francis Hills, 7 p.m. 

May 28—Fellowship Pillar: Cookout. Families are 

included. Outside, north of the church at 6:15 p.m. 

All men of the parish are welcome to attend. For 

questions call John McDowell, 217-440-8187 

May is the  

Month of Mary  

To honor the Mother of 

God, the Rosary will be 

recited one half hour  

before all  weekend 

masses at St. Francis 

during the month of 

May. If you can lead the 

Rosary before the 7 a.m. 

Mass on Sundays, please 

call Stephanie Ohnemus 

at 217-228-9616.  

Rest in Peace 

Carol Adolfs 

February 9, 1935—May 4, 2026 

St. Francis wants to better support your relationships, 
marriages, and family life. To do that, we need to 
hear from YOU! 
On the weekends of May 23/24 and May 30/31, 
we're conducting a Relationship Assessment in 
partnership with Communio. 
What you need to know:  It takes only THREE  
minutes.  It is 100% anonymous. It was developed at 
Harvard.  It helps us serve our parish’s needs. 
Check out the link below to learn more or take the 
survey. We will also have QR codes and paper copies 
at all Masses during our survey weekends! 
Start here: https://bit.ly/42yV8Yg 

Junefest, Saturday, June 6  

at St. Dominic School 

The evening begins with Mass at 4 p.m. in the school 

followed by the opening ceremony at 5 p.m. There 

will be food, drinks, entertainment, and games.    

New this year will be the Foam DJ Party from 5:30-

7:30 p.m. for all ages! with a DJ afterwards. Basket 

Raffle, Cash Raffle, Bingo, Cornhole Tournament, 

Silent Auction, Football Toss, Kiddieland, and more.   

https://bit.ly/42yV8Yg


Catholic School Employees Needed 

St. Mary School in Mt. Sterling, a PreK-8 Catholic 

School, is seeking a principal. For more detailed 

information including salary range, benefits, required 

qualifications, school information, and how to apply, 

please reach out to the Pastor, Fr. Aaron Kuhn at 

ahuhn@smseagle.org. Interested candidates should  

submit an application package by May 27.  

Over 50 St. Francis Solanus School families used the 

Gene Grawe Fund to receive a total of $63,667.93 

toward their 2026-2027 tuition bills!                     

WOW! 

  When you use the Gene Grawe Fund you help 

families at five Quincy Catholic schools attain 

their dream of a Catholic education for their 

children. Gene Grawe Fund earnings may be 

used for tuition from Preschool 3 through the 

Senior year at Quincy Notre Dame High School. 

+ If you have not signed up to earn Gene Grawe 

Fund money for your 2027-2028 tuition, now is the 

time to do that. Visit their office inside St. Peter 

Church or go to the Gene Grawe Fund website for 

more information. At the Gene Grawe Fund office, 

you can receive your personal number to use the 

Raise Right app and purchase e-gift cards. 

St. Francis Solanus School eighth graders 

will graduate on Monday, May 18. The Last 

Day of School Party for everyone else takes 

place on Wednesday, May 20, with dismissal at 

11:30. Enjoy your summer break! 

PTO Officers for 2026-27 School Year: 

President: Liz Lammers 

Vice President—Meagan Goodwin 

Secretary— Sarah Andrew 

Treasurer—Casey Grave 

 

St. Francis School students participated in May 

Crowning on Wednesday, May 6, which was also 

Special Persons Day. 

Quincy Junior Raiders Cheerleading registration 

is now open. If you are a future Raider going into 

5th-8th grade you are invited. This includes QCES 

students, homeschoolers and public school       

students who plan to attend QND in the future.  

mailto:ahuhn@smseagle.org
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Walter Scott Reed

312 North 33rd Street 
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TV Mass for Shut-ins 
The Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus 

broadcasts Mass for the Shut-ins 
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on Channel ABC 

(Basic Cable Channel 3). 
If you know of someone who would benefit from a 

missal with Sunday and Daily Liturgies, 
CONTACT Terry Obert and we will send a 
Pray Together Missal FREE OF CHARGE. 

Terry Obert, Faithful Navigator, 217-257-3161
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gardens

     FLORISTS & GIFTS 
223-1403
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600 Jersey St., Quincy 
217-222-1122    

Rob Gengenbacher

Marcia Steinkamp    Nick Steinkamp 

Business Telephone & 
Internet Consultants 

Phone: 217-224-8840 
www.ms-comm.com 

2000 N. 12th Street 
Quincy, IL 62301 
217‐223‐3791 

woodmartbuildingcenter.com 

Your Project Partner! 

Knights of Columbus #583 

Pr ay For Pro -Li fe  and Vo c at ions

“Affordable Master’s Programs” 
www.quincy.edu

217-223-7022
Fax 217-223-0859 

Pager 217-221-2312 
A FRANCHISEE OF MIDAS INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION

1121 Locust Street 
Quincy, IL 62301 

217-223-8600

Strength & Conditioning • Personal Training • Nutrition 
Speed & Agility Development • Youth Development 

217-214-3482
www.xcelperfom.com

Winters
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH • BUSINESS 

217­223­4080
201 SOUTH FIFTH STREET • QUINCY, IL 

www.wintersins.com 

May 23-24 
Altar Server - 

Weekend 
Communion 

Minister 
Usher Reader Greeter/Gift Bearer 

Saturday 
4:30 p.m. 

Garrett Spradlin
Maiara Spradlin

Isaiah Wear 

Sarah Lugering
Theresa Rohrer

Two Needed Please 

Michael Bickhaus   Jim Kaiser
Thomas Ennis         John Veith
Russell Rohrer

One Needed Please 

Steve McMillen
Rebecca Wear

Kristine Bickhaus
Karen Venvertloh

Gift Bearer
Connie Gordon 

Sunday 
7:00 a.m. 

   Larry Brumbaugh
One Needed Please 

Don Winking
Pat Winking
Joan Beard
Craig Budde 

Robert Harman     John Benz
Terrence Obert    Gary Terwelp
Kevin Frericks       Paul Eling 

Rick Haugh Joyce Frericks
Larry Klauser
Gift Bearer

One Needed Please 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. 

Lincoln Darnell
Carson Kerkhoff
Molly Costigan 

Joanne Ortwerth
Steve Peters
Jayna Klauser

One Needed Please

Karl Venvertloh     Roberta Meyer
Michael Patterson  Rob Frese
John McDowell     Joseph Darnell

Aaron Kerkhoff
Ron Gengenbacher 

Brian Dreier
Prudy Patterson

Gift Bearer
Mary Fitzsimmons

Sunday 
11:00 a.m. 

Genevieve Hamann
Liviana Hamann
Hunter Terwelp 

Carol Steinbrecher
Sue Holbrook

Marvin Knuffman
Michael Wand 

Michael Fessler     Drew Erwin
Mike Holbrook    Diann Cole
Marty Karhoff

One Needed Please 

Teri Fessler
Karen Steinkamp 

Doris Karhoff
Brenda Wand

Gift Bearer
One Needed Please

Saturday Morning Mass Server

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

May 23, 8:00 a.m. 

May 24, 9:00 a.m. 

Whitney Ormond 

Anne Meyer 
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 Delta Tire
& Custom Wheels 

10th & Broadway •  Quincy  •  222-7212 
DAVE STEINKOENIG, Owner 

RUPP
RENTAL.COM
217-257-0360

 Ayer co
           Convenience Center  

With Four Convenient Locations In Quincy And 
Throughout Illinois

C
M
Y
B

C
M
Y
B

TOPS IN PAINTING, DECORATING 
and PAPER HANGING 

Phone 222-1559

A.H.
&  S O N S ,  I N C .

Phone 217-222-6913 
ILLINOIS 

SCHOOL SUPPLY 
-OFFICE & SCHOOL SUPPLIES-

120 South 7th Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301

 WATERKOTTE 
CONSTRUCTION 
2630 Wisman Lane 

222-5413

Pray the 
Rosary

1736 Spring • 228-8868 • www.quincyfoodandfun.com
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 3:00 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT - CLOSED MONDAY  

ONLINE ORDERING 
ordertheabbey.com

   FREE ESTIMATES  
         WOOD BURNING STOVES • 

        GEOTHERMAL •  
           FIRE PLACES • 
(217) 222-1368

QUINCY, IL ST. FRANCIS SOLANUS

MEAT • FROZEN • PRODUCE • DRY GOODS • TABLE TOP 
CLEANING SUPPLIES • EQUIPMENT • DISPOSABLES

 Family         
Owned  

and  
Operated Since 1873

140 Maine St., Quincy 
217-222-0500 

Open to the Public 
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Let’s Go!

 
 

 814 Ohio St. Quincy, IL 62301 
PH 217.222.4322 FAX 217.222.2393 

www.fischerbuilders.com

Proudly 
building our  

community for over  
60 years!

Charles H. Scholz, Agent 
 4832 Broadway, Quincy, IL  

217-224-6665 
www.sfquincy.com 

Like a good  neighbor, State Farm is there.

   F U N E R A L  H O M E

Brian C. Durante,Co-Owner 
217-222-4907

www.hansenspear.com

Wm A Niekamp  
Truck Service, Inc. 

6116 HWY 24 E • Quincy, IL 62305 
217-434-8444 • 800-344 5783

nietru@wildblue.net 
AdamNiekamp   Dan Niekamp 

100% Local Catholic Owned 

liberty.bank

St.
Vincent’s

ENTRUP 
Drywall & Painting  
PAPER HANGING • TEXTURING 

PLASTERING • DRYVIT • FAUX FINISHING 

217-222-2220

3100 North 18th Street 
Quincy, IL 62305 

217.222.0977 
www.freseornamentalnursery.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
& INDUSTRIAL PIPING 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
217/223-9289 
QUINCY, ILLINOIS 

ALAN BLICKHAN 
Broker/REALTOR 

CELL: 217.257.1445 

w w w . z a n g e r a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

Jeff Wiemelt, Broker / GRI 
Mays Real Estate, Inc.
3601 East Lake Centre, Quincy, IL  
Off.: (217) 228-3100  
Cell: (217) 242-4228 
www.JeffWiemelt.com 

  Rehabilitation • Assisted Living • Independent Living • Nursing Home 
“The Care You Need To Get Back Home” 

1440 N. 10th Quincy 
217-224-3780

quincyhcc.com

217.222.1011

  217.222.ROOF (7663)   LIC. 104.019642

 KIENTZLE & SONS

Family owned and operated!

general  construction & excavating
FRED 217.430.2654 

 FRED JR. 217-430-2155 
PARKER 217-617-1788




